
Create Magical Photos
With Your iPhone 



READY TO HAVE SOME FUN?

If you're anything like me, you find yourself taking pictures with 

your phone EVERYWHERE. And then, one day, you realize you 

have thousands of photos on your phone. They're not organized 

"Wait... just hold on... (scroll, scroll, scroll), I know it's here 

somewhere...". A few stand out as really special, but you haven't 

printed any of them. You wish you could do something with them... 

but it all seems out of reach, and maybe a bit complicated... and 

besides, "I'm not really a tech person". Well... you've come to the 

right place! My hope is that by the time you've reached the end of 

this book, you'll be able to take better photos with your iPhone, edit 

them, turn them into little works of art, share them, and print 

them. So... get ready to have some fun and create a little magic!  
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How This Book Is Organized

Before

After 

I really want you to get the best results 

possible, so it will help if you follow this 

book in order... But, if you'd rather skip 

around, that's okay too.  So, if you do, 

here's how things are organized: 

Section 1 
GETTING THE MOST OUT OF

YOUR IPHONE CAMERA 
pages 3-9 

 
Section 2 

TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT 
pages 10-15 

 
Section 3 

CREATING MAGIC USING THE
APP SNAPSEED 

pages 16-32 
 

Section 4 
ORGANIZING YOUR PHOTOS 

using Folders 
page 33 

 
Section 5 

SHARING AND PRINTING 
page 34 
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It's often said that the best camera is the one you have 
with you... and that has never been more true than it is 
today. In fact, most of the photos I take are with my 
trusty, always ready, iPhone. We photograph 
everything... our kids, grandkids, sporting events, our 
meals, parties, ourselves...  Rarely a day goes by when 
we aren't snapping a photo of something. But, few 
people know the little tips and tricks that can make 
your iPhone photography even better. These are so easy 
to use and are built right into the camera app on your 
phone. 

Section 1 
GET THE MOST FROM YOUR

IPHONE CAMERA 
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Use Manual Focus

The iPhone will automatically set the focus for you. Most of 

the time, this works well- and this is how most people take 

pictures. But, sometimes you might want to focus on 

something different- maybe something more in the 

background, or something more to one side or the other in the 

scene. This is when manual focus comes in to play. Once you 

start using manual focus, you might just find that you use it all 

the time, since it’s so easy. Open your camera, look at the 

scene, and just tap the screen on the area that you want to 

have in focus. That’s it! A yellow box will come up with a little 

sun icon next to it, letting you know that this is now where the 

camera is focusing. Now, just take the picture as you normally 

would. 



Use the Volume Buttons

Have you ever missed a shot because you couldn't find the 

shutter "button" on your iPhone screen? It's happened to 

me, and it's so disappointing. You can use a volume button 

(either one) on the side of your iPhone as a shutter. Just 

frame your photo, and then instead of touching the shutter 

"button" on your screen, push one of the volume buttons 

instead. Some people prefer this and do this all the time. 

Experiment and see if it works for you.
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Open the Camera App Quickly

From the lock 
screen, press the 
home button, and 
swipe right to left to 
access the camera 

If you're in any app (email, 
Facebook, messages, etc), swipe 
up gently from the bottom, and 
you'll find the icon for the camera 
app 
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Turn on The Grid

The grid is an overlay of intersecting lines that appears over your 

image in the camera. The grid does NOT become a part of your 

photographed image. The grid is very handy for helping to keep 

horizon lines straight in landscape photos. Also, a photograph is 

often more interesting when the main subject appears in the 

intersection of 2 lines. In photography speak, this is called the 

"Rule of Thirds". 

Go to Settings>Photos & Camera>Turn on Grid 
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Shoot in Burst Mode for action shots. This is really helpful 

when photographing children, babies, pets, sports... anytime 

there's a chance for movement in the shot. It's also helpful 

when taking photos of flowers or leaves on a breezy day. Hold 

down the "shutter" button and the camera will take 10 

pictures per second. When finished, release the button and 

open the image. You'll see the word "Burst" and the number of 

pictures that were taken in parenthesis. Choose "select" at the 

bottom of the screen and you can select the best one... choose 

to keep all of the images, or choose to keep only your favorite. 

Shoot in Burst Mode
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I'm sure you've noticed that some photos taken with a DSLR (or as some say, "a real 

camera")  show the subject clearly in focus against a blurry background. In photography, 

this is called shallow depth of field. The iPhone 7S and later uses 2 lenses, and it's this double

lens feature that gives the camera the ability to shoot with a shallow depth of field. On the 

camera menu, scroll to "Portrait Mode", and you'll see your subject appears much closer on

the screen. The words "Depth Effect" will appear at the top of the screen. If you need to 

move further away, or if the scene needs more light, you'll get a warning on the screen. 

 Add more light, or move the phone, or move the subject, backwards and forwards until 

the words Depth Effect turn yellow.  This indicates you've hit the sweet spot where the 

background will blur. Take the photo (it takes a little longer to process this type of image). 

When you review the photo in the camera roll, the word Portrait will appear in the upper 

left corner. Once you tap on the photo, that label will disappear.  

Portrait mode works best when the subject is well lit, and when there is a fair amount of 

distance between the background and the subject. This feature is especially good when 

the subject is in front of a busy background. Blurring out the background really mades the

subject stand out. And remember, as shown in the photos above, this feature works for 

objects as well as people and pets.  

 

Use Portrait Mode
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For iPhone 7S and later

Before and after Portrait Mode



So often when we’re taking pictures, we’re in a hurry to 
catch the moment. And this is how it should be. Capturing 
the moment is far more important than getting the perfect 
focus or the most artistic composition. Never sacrifice the 
moment. But, there are many things we can do before we 
hit the shutter button that can make our pictures better. 
We'll look at 3 of them: Changing Your Point of View, 
Using Leading Lines, and Filling the Frame. These are 
easy, and if you practice, you’ll find you use them… even 
when the moment is fleeting.   
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Section 2 
TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT 



Change Your Point of View
Change your angle. Most of the time, we take pictures at 

our eye level. But, if you can change your angle, you can 

really change the feeling of the image.   

Try getting down to the level of your subject… this is 

especially great for kids and pets.  

Take a photo from below your subject. Images of flowers 

can be really beautiful when shot this way.  

How about shooting from above the subject?   This is a 

great way to incorporate shadows into your image. 

Don't forget getting some shots from behind. Shooting a 

photo from behind your subject catches them unaware... 

truly candid. Photos taken from behind are good at 

evoking an emotion or a moment.
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Eye level with Minnie

Black-eyed Susans from 

below
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Child (and shadow) from above
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From behind!  Not exactly wistful, but a fun photo from the state  fair. 



Leading Lines
Leading lines help draw your eye into the photo. Roads, 

paths, railroad tracks, shorelines and fences all make 

excellent leading lines. Look for them... and try to 

incorporate them into your photos. 
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Fill the Frame
Get in close and fill the entire frame with your subject. 

This  can produce some wonderful images that show 

details and textures.
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Learning to use your iPhone camera and practice with 
composition are just the beginning to creating magic 
with your iPhone images. There are literally hundreds 
of apps out there that will enhance and manipulate 
your photo. Some are free and some have a nominal 
fee. Some are one-trick ponies, and some have a full 
menu of photo enhancement technology. Some are 
great and some are worthless. I will freely admit that I 
have around 50 photo apps on my iPhone and iPad... 
some I never use and a few I use all the time. In this 
book, I'll discuss the app SNAPSEED, which is an 
amazing FREE app available for both iOS and Android. 
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Section 3 
CREATE SOME MAGIC 



Snapseed is a complete, easy to use photo editing 
app from Google, and it's FREE! 
 
With Snapseed you can do basic editing such as brightness, 
contrast, sharpening and cropping. Plus there are tools for more 
advanced editing such as removing unwanted objects, adding 
vignettes and text.  
 
In addition to image editing, Snapseed also has a whole library of 
filters and effects that can turn your photos into frame worthy 
works of art. 
 
The best way to illustrate the wonders of this app will be to work 
on a project together. You can take a new photo, choose one from 
your camera roll, or download my image and follow along. You 
can download my image on the next page. 
 
So... let's get started! 
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Sample Image
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Click here to download the sample image

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cloywil9inlctim/IMG_4647.JPG?dl=0


OPENING SCREEN

When you first open Snapseed, you’ll

see a screen instructing you to tap to 

add a photo. Tapping will open your 

camera roll. Choose the photo you 

want to work on, click it, and that 

photo will be loaded into the app. 

Here’s a screenshot of the opening 

screen. Across the bottom of the 

screen you'll see presets. These are 

editing  actions you can apply to your 

photo with a single click. Try them if 

you'd like... but for our project, we're 

going to click the word "Tools" 

underneath the presets,  The Tools 

Menu will open. 

Next... Tools

19



TOOLS MENU

This is the Tools Menu. 

The Tools allow you to improve your 

photo, using some basic (and some not 

so basic) editing tools., filters and special

effects For our exercise, we're going to 

start with these editing tools: 

Tune Image 

Details 

 

Then, we'll move on to some of the 

special effects. 

 

 

Next... Tune Image
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TUNE IMAGE

Click on Tune Image, and then click on

the little settings icon and the various 

image tuning tools will come up. 

 

This is a good time to explain that 

many tools and filters in Snapseed 

work the same way. You'll see a 

settings icon and then the different 

settings for that tool or filter will come 

up. So... once you get the hang of it for 

one tool or filter, you'll be able to work 

with almost any tool or filter in the 

same fashion.  

 

Next... Tune Image Settings

settings icon
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TUNE IMAGE SETTINGS

The Tune Image settings all 

work in the same way. In fact, all

of the settings in Snapseed work 

the same way. Scroll up and 

down on the settings menu, and 

highlight the setting you want to 

use. You'll now see that setting at

the top of the screen, along with 

a number. Scroll left or right, and 

the number will change, along 

with the strength of the effect of 

that setting. Give it a try and play

around. You can't really hurt 

anything. If you don't like the 

effect, just take the number back 

to zero. If you're working with 

my photo, start by highlighting 

Brightness, and scroll until you 

get to around  +22  
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TUNE IMAGE SETTINGS

In many ways, the Tune Image settings 

are really all about personal taste, which is

why I encourage you to play with them 

and see what they do. The rest of the 

settings I used for this image were: 

Contrast +18 

Saturation +9 

Ambiance +13 

Highlights +11 

Shadows +4 

Warmth +6 

 

Once you've played with the settings and 

you're happy with the photo, tap the 

check mark in the lower right to save 

your changes. If you're not happy and 

you want to erase ALL of your changes, 

tap the X in the lower left hand corner. 

 

And... if you'd rather not change any of 

the settings yourself, you can always click 

the "Auto Tune" icon and the app will 

correct the picture for you.  Remember to 

click the check mark to save the changes. 

 

 

Next... Details

Auto Tune Icon
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DETAILS

Once you accept the Tune Image 

settings by clicking the 

checkmark, you'll return to the 

home screen. Touch Tools, and 

then touch the Details Tool. This 

tool will sharpen your photo. 

Almost all digital photos can 

benefit from sharpening.  
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DETAILS

 

 Tap the settings icon at the 

bottom (in the center) and the 

Details settings menu comes 

up.  This menu has 2 settings: 

Structure and Sharpening. You 

can use one or the other or 

both.  As with the Tune Image 

settings, highlight the setting 

you want to use and scroll left 

or right. Play around. See what 

works. For my image, I used 

Structure at +29. Once you're 

happy, tap the check mark. If 

you don't like the effect and 

want to erase it, tap the X and 

the effects of the sharpening 

tool will be erased.  

 

 

Next... Special Effects
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SPECIAL EFFECTS

 Once you accept the Details 

changes, you'll return to the 

main screen. Click Tools, and 

then find these icons: 

Glamour Glow 

Grunge 

Vignette 

Frames 

 

(you may need to scroll up to 

see the Frames icon) 

 

We'll start with Glamour Glow  

 

Next... Glamour Glow
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GLAMOUR GLOW

Glamour Glow adds a dreamy 

effect to your picture. Select 

Glamour Glow from the Tools 

Menu, and your screen will look 

like this. At the bottom of the 

screen are the presets. You can 

change any of the Glamour Glow 

settings by clicking on the 

Settings Icon (just like we did in 

other screens), or you can just 

accept one of the presets as they 

are. That's what we'll do here... 

select Preset #3, and then click 

the check mark in the lower right.

Next... Grunge
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Click on Grunge in the Tools 

Menu. The Grunge Filter is really 

fun. You could play with this all 

day long !  At the bottom of the 

screen is the X to go back to the 

prior screen, a Shuffle icon, the 

Settings icon, a Texture icon and 

the checkmark. If you keep 

pushing the Shuffle, the app will 

randomly apply different effects. 

You can keep doing this until you 

find something you like. You can 

adjust any of the settings by 

clicking the Settings icon. The 

Texture icon will give you a few 

different texture overlays to 

choose from. In this case, I chose 

style 486, and I didn't change any 

of the individual settings. Click 

the check mark to accept your 

choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRUNGE

Next... Vignette

Shuffle Settings
Texture 
Overlays
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VIGNETTE

Once you return to the Home screen, 

click Tools and select Vignette from the 

Tools menu. A Vignette will add some 

darkening (or brightening) to the outer 

edges of the photo and (if you choose) 

some brightness (or darkness) to the 

center of the photo. Open the Vignette 

tool, click on the Setting icon, and you'll 

see you can adjust both the outer 

brightness and the inner brightness. 

Play with both sliders. I chose to leave 

the outer brightness at -50 and the 

inner brightness at 0. You might find 

some other setting is more to your 

liking. Like with all of the other tools, 

click the check mark in the lower right 

to accept your changes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Next... Frames

29



FRAME

Sometimes, a frame can add a 

nice finishing touch to your 

image. From the Tools menu, 

click Frames and you'll see a 

variety of frames to choose 

from. Like most things, this is 

purely a personal choice. I chose

Frame #7. Click the check mark 

to accept your choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next... Save your image
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SAVE YOUR IMAGE

Once you return to the 

Home screen, click Export at

the bottom right. You'll get a 

variety of save choices... 

choose Export, and your 

photo will be saved to your 

camera roll.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next... Before and After
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BEFORE AND AFTER
And we're done! We've taken an ordinary picture of a flower from our yard,

and turned it into something beautiful and unique. Fun! 
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Next... Organizing Your Photos



ORGANIZING YOUR PHOTOS
INTO ALBUMS

How many times have you scrolled (and scrolled and scrolled) looking for a 

certain image, but you just couldn't find it? It's happened to all of us. One way

to find images more easily is to put your pictures into folders. Now, I'm not 

saying you need to store each and every image in a folder, but creating 

folders for vacations, family events, grandkids, or special occasions makes it 

SO much easier to find  your images. Here's how to do it: 

Click Select in the upper right of your camera roll Photos 

Click a photo 

Click Add To 

Click New Album (or an existing album if you have one) 

Enter a name for your New Album and Save 

Your new album will be created and your picture will be added to it 

 

Your albums will show up in the Albums area of the Photos app 
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Section 4

Next... Printing & Sharing



 

So, now you have all of these fabulous images.... how to share them? 

Open the Photos App 

Select a photo 

Click the share icon (square with the upward facing arrow) in the 

lower left 

Choose the share method you'd like to use 

 

And... be sure to print your photos!! Does anyone have boxes of old 

photos? It's so wonderful to be able to handle and linger over our 

favorite images... and printing couldn't be easier. Check out these 

services: 

CVS 

Walgreens 

Shutterfly 

FreePrints 

Snapfish 

 

Check the App Store for more 

 

 

 

PRINTING & SHARING YOUR
PHOTOS
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Section 5



THANKS!!

Whew!! That was a lot of information! Thanks so much for 

taking this little journey with me. I am so convinced that a cell 

phone is not only a wonderful camera, but can also be a tool 

for  creative projects... even if you  didn't think you were a 

creative person.  

Be sure to contact me via my website if you have any 

questions... and welcome to a new world of Magical iPhone 

Photography. 
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